
Ph.D. in Higher Education
Azusa Pacific’s Ph.D. in Higher Education equips higher education 
professionals to impact change through careers related to research, 
teaching, policy formation, academic services, or senior levels of university 
leadership. Further your development as a values-driven scholar and 
leader and prepare to make a positive impact on student learning and 
social justice in higher education.

Program Highlights 
Designed for Working Professionals // Using a successful cohort model, 
a new class of 15-18 students begins the program each July. Complete the 
majority of the program online and spend two weeks on campus with your 
cohort in July and two weeks in January over four years, including the 
completion of your dissertation.

Academic Rigor // The “life of the mind” is taken seriously as you 
develop the research skills and knowledge to enhance individual capacity 
and institutional effectiveness. Academic progress is assessed at multiple 
points to ensure the highest standards in the profession are met. Serve on 
research teams with a faculty member for two years, preparing to present 
and publish your research.

Faith Integration // APU faculty are committed to infusing Christian  
perspectives into all aspects of life and learning, while respecting the  
different backgrounds and viewpoints of students. This encourages  
big-picture thinking and the integration of faith into issues facing  
higher education.

Strengths-Oriented Learning and Leadership // Benefit from the 
program’s partnership with APU’s Noel Academy for Strengths-Based 
Leadership and Education as you identify and build upon your talents  
to develop leadership skills personal and professional excellence. You  
can also earn a 10-unit Doctoral Certificate in Strengths-Oriented  
Higher Education.

A Global Perspective // The program requires international travel in late 
May of your second year. Gain firsthand experience in the policy issues 
facing such places as Brazil, South Africa, China, and the United Kingdom. 
All in-country costs are included in the program fee, so it is easily 
packaged into student loans. 

A Commitment to Completion // Nationally, only 46.5% of doctoral  
students finish their degree. At APU, 84.5% of students complete the Ph.D.

Apply today! apu.edu/highered 
 

Publication from APU’s Higher Education Faculty
Christian Higher Education: An International  
Journal of Research, Theory, and Practice  
Edited by Karen Longman, Ph.D., program director,  
professor of higher education; Laurie A. Schreiner, Ph.D., 
chair, professor of higher education

This peer-reviewed journal is interdenominational  
and interdisciplinary in scope, publishing original  
research, meta-analyses, analytical essays, book  
reviews, and descriptions of best practices informed  
by empirical research.

Thriving in Transitions: A Research-Based  
Approach to College Student Success  
(University of South Carolina Press, 2012)  
Edited by Laurie A. Schreiner, Ph.D., chair, professor  
of higher education; Michelle C. Louis, Ph.D.; and  
Denise D. Nelson, Ph.D. candidate

Representing the intersection of higher education and 
positive psychology, this book reflects a paradigm shift  
in student success literature, as it focuses on promoting  
high levels of academic, social, and psychological  
well-being in the college environment.

Thriving in Leadership: Strategies for Making  
a Difference in Christian Higher Education  
(ACU Press/Leafwood Publishers, 2012)  
Edited by Karen Longman, Ph.D., program director, 
professor of higher education

This book compiles the perspectives of 17 successful 
higher education leaders, incorporating the latest  
leadership literature.  

For more information, visit apu.edu/bas/highered/resources/.

Empowered to Transform Higher Education



Contact // For more information, call (626) 815-5349, email klongman@apu.edu, or visit apu.edu/bas/highered/.
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Coursework
The Doctor of Philosophy in Higher Education program is a four-year sequenced curriculum of 60 units, inclusive of dissertation. Students in the cohort 

take all classes together in the same sequence, unless they transfer in specific units from other regionally accredited doctoral programs. Components of the 

dissertation process are embedded throughout the curriculum so students are able to complete the full degree, including the dissertation, within four years. 

A guaranteed tuition plan ensures that students who follow the course sequence not only graduate on time, but never pay a higher tuition rate than when 

they enter the program.

First Year 16 units
Goal: To be able to critically analyze higher education literature and  
identify critical issues.

Fall
HED 701 Strengths-Oriented Leadership 4
HED 702 Nature of Inquiry 4

Spring
HED 703 Critical Issues in Higher Education 4
HED 705 Student Access, Equity, and Success 4

May: First-year review and dissertation advisor selection

Second Year 20 units
Goal: To be able to synthesize literature in higher education and identify 
a dissertation topic.

Fall
HED 710 Research Design and Statistics 4
HED 721 Diversity and Social Justice in Higher Education 4
HED 760 Research Team 1
HED 704  Ethical Issues in Higher Education (elective) 2
 or
HED 761  Strengths-Oriented Research and Programming (elective) 2

Spring
HED 711 Qualitative Research Methods 4
HED 722 Global Policy Analysis in Higher Education 4
HED 760 Research Seminar 1

May: Second-year review and 8 days of required international travel

Third Year 20 units
Goal: To be able to identify, design, and implement a research question 
and methodology for the dissertation. Defend dissertation proposal by 
the end of the year.

Fall
HED 724 Teaching, Learning, and Assessment  
 in Higher Education 4
HED 725 Administration in Higher Education 4
HED 760 Research Seminar 1
HED 791 Dissertation Proposal I* 1
*Students will begin this course at the ASHE conference.

Spring
HED 730 Advanced Quantitative Methods 4
 or
HED 731 Advanced Qualitative Methods 4
HED 732 Leading Change in Higher Education 4
HED 760 Research Seminar 1

March (or online): HED 792 Dissertation Proposal II* 1

May: Leadership conference at APU

*Students will finish the dissertation proposal and defend it.

Fourth Year 4 units
Early October
HED 794 Dissertation Research I 2
 Collect and analyze data.

Early March
HED 795 Dissertation Research II 2
 Write chapters 4–5 and defend.

July: Presentation and hooding ceremony

Total for the Ph.D. in Higher Education 60 units


