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‘‘The task of the modern educator is not to cut down jungles 

but to irrigate deserts.”
- C.S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man

Master of Arts in Higher Education 
& Student Development

connect. inspire.form.



WELCOME



God calls us to serve in an incredible variety of places. However, no matter where 
we go or what we do, the call is the same—to bring light to the darkness. We 
believe that higher education provides an unrivaled opportunity to emanate His 
light. These “four critical years” represent an undeniable period of transformation in 
students’ minds and hearts. Our passion is to prepare professionals equipped with 
the skills to shape the educational environment in a manner that nurtures student 
growth in life changing ways.

Since you have picked up this booklet, it is likely that you are pondering the next 
step in your life’s journey. As you pursue God’s leading, we invite you to consider 
this program. It is our belief that as God calls you, He will provide the vision, energy 
and resources needed to follow. If you think He may be calling you to join this 
adventure, we want you to know that we are here to aid you as you explore the 
options. 

As you pray and pursue God and His plans, consider how your gifts and interests 
may connect you with college students during this transformational time in their 
lives. Let us know if we can help. 

“Calling is the truth that God calls us to himself so decisively that everything we are, everything we do, and 
everything we have is invested with a special devotion, dynamism, and direction lived out as a response to 
his summons and service.”  
     - Os Guinness





Colleges and universities are full of excitement. Campuses are literally alive with possibility. 
Think of it, in the venue of a single college or university, there is an unbelievable mix 
of ideas, people, information, and activity all harboring the potential to foster learning, 
growth, development, and the formation of lifelong commitments. I cannot begin to think 
of another environment that could possibly be more exhilarating. 

Our awareness of the incredible potential of higher education leads us to believe that the 
desire to work within this environment is a noble and worthy dream. It is, in fact, a dream 
that we want to nurture. In that spirit we are looking for students who share our dream 
and who are committed to the hard work and preparation that it takes to achieve it. If you 
are such a student, we invite you to consider joining us in this adventure. 

If you join us, I can assure you that you will experience challenging, stimulating and engaging 
classes; be mentored by caring, committed and experienced faculty; gain meaningful, 
hands-on, professional experience; and, have the opportunity to observe outstanding 
student development and academic programs in an institution recognized for longstanding 
excellence in Christ-centered, whole-person education. 

On behalf of the faculty of the Master of Arts in Higher Education & Student Development 
program at Taylor University, let me say how grateful we are that you are considering the 
possibility of joining us. We are very excited about the learning, professional and personal 
opportunitiesthat this program affords and look forward to exploring with you how it 
may align with God’s direction for your future. Please let us know how we can help.

Warmly,

Tim Herrmann, Ph.D
Program Chair, M.A. in Higher Education & Student Development



MAHE

We invite you to join us in the Master of Arts in Higher Education & Student Development 
program where you will work shoulder to shoulder with other students who will help 
you to Connect with current research, be challenged to think critically and Form a 
personal philosophy of higher education that will guide and Inspire your work with 
college students. 

Completing this Master of Arts will prepare you to impact lives of college students in a 
variety of ways. This degree is foundational to service in virtually any area of leadership 
within a college or university. This program is designed to produce leaders who are 
prepared to promote “whole-person” education in a variety of areas:

RESIDENCE LIFE CALLING & CAREER

ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES ASSESSMENT

STUDENT PROGRAMS ADVANCEMENT

STUDENT MINISTRIES SERVICE LEARNING 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ADMISSIONS 

CULTURAL PROGRAMS ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

ATHLETICS GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT



MAHE
connect. inspire.form.

“When I was choosing a graduate school, I was drawn to Taylor because I found a  community where the 
students and professors evidently display Christ’s love in their interactions and challenge each other to strive 
for excellence in both academic and professional work. I know that at Taylor I will receive an exceptional 
education that will prepare me to interact with students and faculty in a way that honors God.”

 - Sarah Sims. Class of 2011



The MAHE degree is a 40-hour program, designed to be completed over two academic 
years. The program provides the opportunity for students to experience two internships 
and engage in 17 courses. 
 
The program, designed to promote a scholar-practitioner model, will enable graduates to: 

   • Gain the knowledge, skills, values and practical experiences necessary to deliver 
      effective service in higher education
   • Utilize thoughtful research and inquiry to guide skillful practice
   • Conduct and interpret research in preparation for leadership within their institutions 
      and in the broader arena of higher education

The program will connect you to current research through classroom instruction, 
professional level opportunities for application and collaboration with faculty and peers. 
The program creates a learning community in which all experiences are intended to 
facilitate program learning goals and to cultivate critical engagement with the curriculum.

connect... through interaction with the most current research

“This program has pushed me academically though the projects, papers and assignments. I have really 
appreciated the relevance of the material that we are reading and synthesizing. The thesis component has 
helped me become a better writer and has contributed greatly to my learning.”
     - Caitlin Seaks. Class of 2012



... with other students and be challenged to think critically about current issues

“My two years in MAHE were indeed rich beyond measure. I have never felt more challenged nor cared for 
in my entire life.”
     - Emily Hunt. Class of 2009

The MAHE program curriculum offers the following courses to help you to acquire the 
knowledge, skills and values that will be expressed through your service and interactions 
with students and colleagues.

College Student Development
College Student Mental Health

History and Foundations of Higher Education
Introduction to Higher Education Research

Organization, Governance, & Culture in Higher Education
Inquiry in Higher Education

Global Student Mobility
Comparative International Higher Education & Introduction to Study Abroad

Professional Development Seminar 1 & 2
Spiritual Formation

Facilitating Student Learning
Assessment of Learning in Higher Education

Leadership & Administration in Higher Education
Capstone

Advanced Research & Data Analysis
Internship



form... a deeper understanding of educational service

The best education does not stop when you leave the classroom. Assistantships at Taylor 
give students opportunity to experience a rich integration of knowledge and practice. 
Assistantships are crafted to provide the arena in which students apply what they are 
learning, while gaining meaningful and marketable skills. Program graduates leave ready to 
attain high quality professional positions and to make strong contributions to the places 
where they serve.

One of the primary reasons for a two year program is that two full years of assistantship 
experience provide an incredible learning opportunity. This field experience is a critical 
element of the student learning endeavor. We believe that the quality of the assistantship 
experience is one of the distinguishing elements of this program.

assistantships

“Early on in MAHE, you’ll be introduced to a term: ‘Consumer input technology.’ While the technical jargon 
is a little confusing, it basically means ‘students teach students,’ and in the MAHE program, this could not 
be more accurate. While I have been blessed by my courses, my professors, professional experiences in my 
assistantship, and other opportunities available to Taylor community members, some of the most rewarding 
learning opportunities have resulted from insight and discernment expressed by my peers.”
     - Philip Byers. Class of 2010

“This program has prepared me by giving me the knowledge I need, but also the hands on experience for 
practical knowledge.” 
     - Meredith Baltz. Class of 2012



We so highly value the growth that happens outside of the classroom that we guarantee 
assistantships to all full-time students. For two years you will have the opportunity to invest 
yourself in a role that will impact the lives of students and your own learning. Also, you 
will receive a stipend to help defray your educational costs. All students receive $3,000 - 
$9,000 per year.  While different roles require various levels of responsibility, you will 
typically spend 15 hours a week in assistantship duties. This experiential diversity adds an 
important element to the community of learners by lending perspective and enlivening 
classroom interactions.

Assistantship opportunities include positions in the following areas: 

 Residence Life Calling & Career
 Advancement Student Activities
 Assessment New Student Orientation
 Service Learning Sustainability 
 Student Ministries   Student Leadership 
   & Discipleship    Development
 Academic Affairs Taylor World Outreach
 Intercultural Programs Taylor Student Organization
 Men’s & Women’s Programming Honors Programming
 Academic Support Services Athletics
 Professional Publication Production Global Engagement

... a philosophy of higher education and student development



inspire... be challenged in a community that embodies whole person development

Taylor’s Greater Mission: Taylor University is a Christ-centered educational institution, and 
an evangelical, interdenominational covenant community committed to advancing life-long 
learning and ministering the redemptive love of Jesus Christ to a world in need.

Community
A word that you will hear often if you spend any time at Taylor. Heidi, a graduate of Penn 
State University and a 2009 graduate of the MAHE program said: “I was shocked at how 
authentic people in the Taylor community are. There is something genuine and right about 
the community here that cannot be explained.”

We do not see community as simply an element that makes this a more pleasant place to 
work and study. Rather, we see community, genuine Christian community, as an essential 
ingredient enabling us to accomplish the purposes to which we are called. We have chosen 
to be a community of learners. We believe that this reality impacts everything we do: 
educationally, professionally, relationally and spiritually. 

Taylor has long been known for her emphasis on student development and whole person 
education. Since the 1960’s all student development personnel have been members of the 
faculty with full rights and privileges. The reason for this unique arrangement is that Taylor 
University holds that these individuals are educators whose classrooms are the residence 
halls, meeting rooms, athletic fields, and counseling offices. We believe that this heritage 
and this focus make Taylor a unique and compelling environment in which to prepare for 
a career in higher education. 

Taylor



... build upon the dreams of those who have gone before

Consider joining us in the heartland.
The simple, natural beauty surrounding Taylor  provides a reflective atmosphere in 
which to study and relate. Perhaps, more importantly, our lush green surroundings 
are a wonderful metaphor for the miracle of growth and transformation that we are 
blessed to see taking place in the lives of our students. We are convinced that this unique 
location adds to this community and makes this an incredible environment for students 
and faculty to connect deeply with one another. 

“In order to know something, we depend on the consensus of the community in which we are rooted – a 
consensus so deep that we often draw upon it unconsciously.”
     - Parker Palmer



Dr. Tim Herrmann MAHE Program Chair and Professor
Education Ph.D. Educational Administration, Leadership in Higher Education, Indiana State University
Experience 35 years of student affairs and academic affairs experience in two different institutions
Current role Program Chair of  M.A. in Higher Education & Student Development, Taylor University 

Dr. Skip Trudeau Program Associate and Associate Professor
Education Ed.D. Higher Education Administration, Indiana University
Experience 28 years of student affairs experience in three different institutions
Current role Vice President for Student Development/Dean of Students, Taylor University  

Dr. Todd Ream Program Associate and Professor
Education M.Div. Duke University; Ph.D. Higher Education Administration, The Pennsylvania State 
University
Experience 17 years of student affairs and academic affairs experience in five different institutions
Current role Professor of Higher Education and the Bedi Center for Teaching and Learning 
Excellence, Taylor University

Dr. Scott Gaier Program Associate and Associate Professor
Education Ph.D. Educational Studies, Higher Education Administration, Purdue University
Experience 10 years of higher education experience in two different institutions
Current role Director of Academic Enrichment Center, Associate Professor, Taylor University 

Dr. Stephen S. Bedi Program Associate and Professor
Education Ed.D. Special Education, The George Washington University, Washington, D.C.
Experience 22 years of Higher Education service as faculty member and academic and senior 
leadership roles as Associate Dean of Education, Academic Dean,  Vice President for Administration 
& Planning, and Provost.  And 26 years of service within public K-12 education as teacher and 
administrator preceding higher education appointment.  
Current role Faculty appointment in the MAHE program 

Teaching Faculty



“The MAHE faculty are extremely intentional in challenging me to pursue excellence in every area of my 
life.  They have walked alongside me, showing me skills and knowledge that have been the ingredients to 
professional, personal, and spiritual growth.  This program truly epitomizes holistic development.”

 - Eric Gingerich. Class of 2010

connect. inspire.form.



Dr. Drew Moser Program Associate and Assistant Professor
Education Ph.D. Higher Education Leadership, Indiana State University 
Experience 5 years of student affairs and academic affairs experience
Current Role Associate Dean of Students and Director of Calling and Career, Taylor University

Dr. Christopher Viers Visiting Professor
Education Ph.D. Higher, Adult, and Lifelong Education, Michigan State University
Experience 26 years of international higher education administration experience in four different 
institutions
Current role Associate Vice President for International Services, Office of the Vice President for 
International Affairs, Indiana University

Felicia Case Adjunct Faculty
Education M.A. Higher Education and Student Development, Taylor University
Experience 9 years of student affairs, academic affairs, and admissions experience
Current Role Interim Director of Intercultural Programs, Taylor University

“The best thing I have received from this program has been the transformation within my spirit. My mind has 
been stretched as well, but the quality of the MAHE program that sets it apart is the spiritual transformation 
that can take place if you allow it.”
     - Deborah Gardner. Class of 2012

Teaching Faculty







Please send me more information.

name:         

address:        

city:              state:          

zip:       country:      

phone:         

email:         

undergraduate institution:      

       

undergraduate major:       

       

other post-secondary education:      

       

anticipated enrollment term:      

       

assistantship interest:       

       

how did you find out about the program?

       

       

       



MORE 
QUESTIONS? 
we are waiting to hear from you... 

Please feel free to contact 
us at:

MAHE@taylor.edu
765.998.4578

Kelly Yordy, M.A.
MAHE Class of 2009 
Program Services Director, 
M.A. in Higher Education 
& Student Development

klyordy@taylor.edu
office. 765.998.4375

Application, reference 
forms, as well as financial 
aid information are all 
available online at 
www.taylor.edu/mahe. 
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