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The NC State Higher Education 
program provides exceptional 
opportunities for students interested 
in higher education administration 
to explore a core body of knowledge, 
gain real-world professional 
experience, and pursue advanced 
study. Program content is informed by 
relevant theory, scholarly research, 
and best practice in the fields 
of higher education and student 
affairs. In addition, the program 
links theoretical foundations 
of higher education leadership 
and administration to practical 
application of skills. Individuals 
completing a master’s or doctoral 
program of study will develop the 
professional expertise required for 
entry or advancement in colleges and 
universities, governmental agencies, 
and public service organizations.

Distinctive characteristics of the 
program include:

• Diverse students and faculty 
representing a variety of 
backgrounds, research interests, 
and professional experiences

• A commitment to developing 
leaders who advocate for social 
justice in education and society

• Access to multiple institutional 
types in the Raleigh/Durham/
Chapel Hill area that provide an 
array of contexts for learning 
and professional development 
through graduate assistantships 
and internships
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Mission 

The Higher Education program prepares leaders who are 
well versed in theory and research in the field and who are 
equipped to serve as scholar-practitioners in a variety of roles 
and higher education contexts. 

Core Values 

• We are committed to advancing conceptual and empirical 
knowledge by deepening students’ understanding of 
theoretical frameworks and perspectives, current research, 
and innovative methodological approaches within the field 
of higher education.

• We strive to engage students in effective educational 
practice through coursework, graduate assistantships, and 
professional development.

• We believe that fostering access, equity, and inclusion is 
central to effective leadership and prepares students to 
advocate for social justice in higher education and society.

Mission & Core Values..........



Alumni Insights
Coretta Walker, M.Ed. ‘06
Assistant Director for Residence Life
UNC Greensboro

There were so many 
opportunities - internships, 
research with faculty, and the 
Graduate Student Association 
- to develop leadership skills 
and lasting relationships. 
You are part of the HEA and 
Wolfpack family - a dynamic 
group of professionals who are 
changing and shaping our field. 

Jason Lynch, M.S. ‘11 
Doctoral Student, Higher Education
Old Dominion University 

I have never heard of a 
program that can provide 
the same combination 
of practical experience, 
research opportunities, 
quality faculty, and personal 
guidance that is offered by 
the NCSU HEA program. 
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Ankit Shah, M.Ed. ‘13
Assistant Director of Career 
Exploration and Development and 
Pre-Professional Advisor
Denison University

At NC State, I was fortunate 
to gain experience at several 
four-year public and private 
universities, as well as a 
local community college. I 
am thankful for these diverse 
experiences at multiple 
institutions, which truly 
prepared me to enter the 
world of student affairs.

Kayte Fry, M.Ed. ‘08
E-Learning and Curriculum
Design Consultant
Zeta Tau Alpha Women’s Fraternity

I am very proud to call myself 
a member of the Wolfpack 
and to stand among so many 
successful professionals in 
the field with a connection to 
the NC State program. I take 
pride in calling an HEA faculty 
member my mentor, someone 
who is still finding ways 
to support my growth and 
encourage me along my journey.
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Mary Ann Danowitz
Interim Dean &
Professor

Tiffany J. Davis
Teaching Assistant Professor 
& Higher Education Master’s 
Program Coordinator

Faculty & Staff

Joy Gaston Gayles
Associate Professor

Stephen R. Porter
Professor

Paul D. Umbach
Professor

Audrey J. Jaeger
Professor & Alumni Distinguished 
Graduate Professor

Alyssa N.
Rockenbach
Associate Professor



Program Requirements:

The M.Ed. in Higher Education 
Administration requires completion 
of 39 credit hours, including at least 
one internship or practicum. The core 
curriculum for the M.Ed. includes 
courses such as:

• Foundations of Higher Education                                                                                                                             
• and Student Affairs
• Student Characteristics and the 
• College Environment
• Student Development Theory
• Research and Assessment in  
• Higher Education and 
• Student Affairs
• Internship in Adult and
• Higher Education

Courses in the program are offered 
in person, and each meets once per 
week in the afternoon or evening to 
accommodate both full- and part-
time students.

        

Our Community:

The Higher Education Association (HEA) 
is comprised of current students who 
are dedicated to building connections 
between students, departmental faculty 
and staff, the NC State community, 

and surrounding institutions. HEA 
provides opportunities for leadership 
and professional development, social 
engagement, and service that enrich the 
learning experience for all our students. 
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 Quick Facts
• Average time to degree is 2 years
• Student to faculty ratio is 8:1
• Average cohort size is 20



HIGHER EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION
North Carolina State University  •   Box 7801  •   Raleigh, NC 27695-7801  •   higher_ed@ncsu.edu

ced.ncsu.edu/lpahe/higher-education-administration  •   919.515.6238 

The application deadline is December 1st for Fall 
admission. A complete application includes:

   • Personal statement
   • Professional résumé
   • Academic transcripts 
   • Three (3) recommendation letters
   • Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scores
   • Proof of English proficiency (TOEFL) 
   • (for international applicants only)

Follow us at   C NCStateHEA    F NCStateHEA    K NCStateHEA

........................................ Apply today at  ced.ncsu.edu/lpahe/future-students ........................................


